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BALTIMORE  AND  OHIO   RAILROAD 


L  E  T  T  E I 


THE    SECRETARY   OF   WAR, 


IN  ANSWEK  TO 


A  resolution  of  the  House  of  the  17th  instant,  transmitting  correspondence  with 
the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad  Company  in  relation  to  additional  routes 
between  Washington  and  New  York,  j 


March  20,  1862.— Laid  on  the  table  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


War  Department, 
Washington  City,  D.  C,  March  19,  1SG2. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith,  in  answer  to  a  resolution  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  of  the  17th  instant,  a  printed  copy  of  the  only  letter 
addressed  to  the  Secretary  of  War  on  the  subject  referred  to  in  the  resolution. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 
Hon.  Galusha  A.  Grow, 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 


Correspondence  between  the  Secretary  of  War  and  the  president  of  the  Balti- 
more and  Ohio  Railroad  Company,  in  relation  to  additional  routes  between 
Washington  and  New  York,  and  improvements  of  the  established  rail  tray  line. 

War  Department,  January  18,  1862. 

Sir:  I  enclose  to  you  herewith  a  copy  of  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  15th  instant,  and  will  thank  you  to  furnish  me  with  such  views 
on  the  subject  as  will  enable  the  department  to  answer  the  call. 
Very  respectfullv,  vour  obedient  servant, 

SIMON  CAMERON, 

Secretary  of  War. 
Mr.  Garrett,  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad  Company. 
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Thirty-Seventh  Congress,  Second  Session. 

CONGRESS  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives,  January  15,  1862. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Baker  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  directed  to  ascertain,  and  report  to 
this  House  as  early  as  practicable,  what  arrangements  can  be  made,  and  the 
terms  of  the  same,  with  the  railroad  corporations  on  the  line  between  Wash- 
ington and  New  York,  by  the  way  of  Baltimore  and  Philadelphia,  for  the  con- 
struction of  a  side  track  between  Bristol  and  Chester,  in  Pennsylvania,  through 
West  Philadelphia,  and  also  for  the  construction  of  a  side  track  from  Back  river 
to  the  Relay  House,  in  Maryland,  through  West  Baltimore;  and  also  for  the 
construction  of  another  track  between  the  Relay  House  and  Washington,  so  as 
to  form  and  open  a  speedy  and  direct  communication  between  the  said  cities  of 
New  York  and  Washington;  and  furthermore,  that  he  be  directed  to  invite 
propositions  for  the  construction  of  a  distinct  and  direct  road  from  New  York 
to  Washington. 

Attest:  EM.  ETHERIDGE,   Clerk. 


Office  of  Baltimore  and  Ohio  R.  R.  Company, 

Baltimore,  February  9,  1862. 

Sir:  I  beg  leave  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  a  letter  of  January  18,  1862, 
enclosing  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  adopted  on  the  15th  of 
the  same  month,  and  requesting  such  views  from  me  as  will  enable  your  depart- 
ment to  answer  the  call  of  the  resolution. 

The  particular  parts  of  that  resolution  which  relate  to  the  interests  of  the  com- 
pany over  which  I  preside  are  those  which  refer  to  the  construction  of  another 
track  "  from  Back  river  to  the  Relay  House,  in  Maryland,  through  West  Balti- 
more," to  the  building  of  "another  track  between  the  Relay  House  and  Wash- 
ington," and  to  the  construction  of  a  "distinct  and  direct  road  from  New  York 
to  Washington." 

There  is  no  company  in  existence  at  this  time  which  has  power  under  its 
charter  to  construct  a  track  from  Back  river  to  the  Relay  House,  on  the  Wash- 
ington Branch  railroad.  I  have  not,  however,  failed  to  consider  the  proposed 
route.  I  have  taken  the  judgment  of  engineers  who  have  no  superiors  in  their 
profession,  and  who  are  familiar  with  the  topography  of  the  section  of  the 
county  through  which  this  line  would  pass,  and  I  submit  the  conclusions  which 
have  been  thus  ascertained. 

A  line  of  road  running  from  Back  river  to  West  Baltimore  would  lose  tin- 
advantage  of  the  level  ground  near  the  water  side,  and  encounter  the  hilly  and 
difficult  country  to  the  north  and  northeast  of  the  city,  thus  greatly  increasing 
the  labor  and  expense  of  its  construction. 

To  reach  West  Baltimore,  such  a  line  would  be  obliged  to  descend  the  eastern 
bank  of  Gwynn's  Falls,  which,  to  a  great  extent,  bounds  the  city  on  the  west. 
The  result  of  this  deflection  would  be  to  bring  the  proposed  line  in  contact  with 
the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  railroad  at  the  city  limits.  Such  being  the  necessary 
point  of  contact,  there  would  be  no  occasion  for  a  new  track  from  that  point  to 
the  Relay  House,  as  there  is  already  a  double  track  from  the  city  of  Baltimore 
to  the  Relay  House  at  the  Washington  Junction,  nine  miles  distant. 
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The  next  question  in  the  resolution  refers  to  the  construction  of  a  double  track 
from  the  Belay  Eouse  to  Washington. 

.  I  need  not.  I  am  sure,  remind  yon  thai  the  only  advantage  possessed  by  .1 
double  track  over  a  single  track  is  1 1 1 « *  increased  facility  of  transportation  afforded 
to  a  railroad  by  this  increase  in  the  Dumber  of  its  linos  of  communication. 
Where  the  business  is  greal  enough  to  occupy  fully  two  continuous  tracks,  under 
any  arrangement  thai  can  be  made  as  to  the  time  for  the  running  of  the  train- 
such  two  tracks  arc,  of  course,  indispensable;  bul  if  there  is  not  business  enough 
to  occupy  two  tracks  continuously,  during  the  time  necessarily  devoted  to 
transportation,  then  it  follows,  certainly,  thai  two  tracks  are  not  necessary 
throughout  the  whole  length  of  the  route.  The  points  al  which  additional  tracks 
are  essential,  and  their  lengths  at  those  points,  are  matters  easily  ascertained, 
under  a  time  table  adapted  to  the  wantsof  those  requiring  transportation.  I  )oubIe 
tracks  constructed  a1  such  points,  and  for  such  space  as  the  exigencies  of  trans- 
portation may  demand,  supply  the  necessities  of  trade  and  travel,  and  afford  the 
chief  advantages  of  a  continuous  double  track,  while  they  do  not  occasion  a  need- 
less expenditure. 

I  may  illustrate  these  remarks  by  the  experience  of  the  very  branch  road  to 
which  the  part  of  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  under  discussion 
is  applicable.  The  breaking  out  of  the  insurrection  found  the  Baltimore  and 
Ohio  railroad  in  the  daily  use  of  a  road  with  a  double  track  to  the  Relay  Souse, 
and  with  a  single  track  and  short  sidlings  from  that  point  to  Washington. 
These  tracks  had  been,  at  all  previous  times,  greatly  more  than  suflicient  for  the 
necessities  of  trade  and  travel  on  the  road.  The  experience  of  the  company 
proved  that  four  passenger  trains,  and  some  six  to  ten  freight  cars  per  day,  were 
all  that  were  needed  to  supply  fully  the  occasions  of  the  public  using  the  line 
between  Baltimore  and  Washington. 

I  need  not  remind  you  that  this  company,  appreciating  the  crisis,  promptly 
made  ready  for  the  exigencies  of  the  increased  services  required  by  the  public 
wants.  Concentrating  its  resources,  it  was  able  to  forward,  with  regularity  and 
safety,  the  troops  which  were  poured  into  Washington  over  the  road.  It  con- 
structed, at  great  cost,  additional  and  side  tracks  at  all  necessary  and  desirable 
points  to  facilitate  its  business,  swelling  their  extent,  between  the  Relay  House 
and  Washington,  inclusive,  to  an  aggregate  length  of  twenty  miles.  It  not  only 
demonstrated  that  its  means  were  sufficient  to  send  forward,  without  delay,  the 
numbers  constituting  the  great  army  now  upon  the  Potomac,  but  it  also  made 
itself  capable  of  furnishing  an  ample  channel  for  the  supply  of  that  army  with 
provisions  and  military  stores  when  the  use  of  the  Potomac  river  as  a  means  of 
communication  was  abandoned. 

The  enormous  accumulation  of  freight,  embracing  upwards  of  100  cargoes, 
ordered  to  Baltimore  upon  that  occasion  from  the  mouth  of  the  Potomac,  as  well 
as  the  receipts  by  continued  arrivals  and  the  general  supplies,  were  forwarded, 
through  the  energetic  attention  of  this  company,  and  with  its  increased  facilities, 
with  such  despatch  as  not  only  met  the  requirements  of  the  army,  hut  attracted 
and  obtained  the  high  appreciation  and  approval  of  the  government.  Nor  has  it 
done  thus  much  only.  In  this  connexion  it  is  proper  to  add  that  the  load  has 
supplied  also  all  the  commercial  and  domestic  wants  id'  the  great  population 
accumulated  in  Washington  city  and  throughout  the  District  of  Columbia,  as 
well  as  accommodated  the  civilians  who  have  had  occasion  to  travel  between  that 
city  and  the  north.  I  pay  a  grateful  tribute  to  the  skill,  fidelity,  and  devotion 
to  duty  of  the  subordinates  of  the  road,  when  I  recall  that  all  these  results 
have  been  accomplished  without  loss  of  life  to  one  citizen  or  soldier  confided  to 
our  care. 

With  the  addition  thus  made  to  the  track  accommodations,  and  with  the 
means  of  transportation  which  tins  company  possessed,  it  demonstrated  some 
time  since  its  capacity  to  transmit    four  hundred    and    fifty  loaded    cars    daily  to 
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Washington,  independently  of  its  regular  passenger  and  additional  troop  trains. 
You  are  aware  that  the  particular  exigency  which  demanded  these  great  move- 
ments has  ceased,  and  that  for  some  time  past  this  company  has  not  been  re- 
quired to  transport  more  than  half  that  number  of  cars  daily,  although  it 
possesses  all  the  organized  facilities  for  the  former  maximum  business. 

It  will  be  plain  to  you,  therefore,  that  there  is  not  only  no  pressing  necessity 
for  a  double  track  along  the  entire  length  of  this  branch  road,  for  the  trans- 
action  of  the  business  of  the  government  and  the  public,  but  that,  in  fact,  this 
company  is  now  able,  with  the  tracks  it  has  already  laid  down,  to  do  con- 
veniently twice  the  amount  of  business  which  it  is  required  to  do  even  while  the 
heavy  freights  which  ordinarily  go  by  the  Potomac  river  continue  to  be  con- 
veyed over  its  line. 

The  project  of  a  distinct  and  direct  route  from  New  York  to  Washington 
city  remains  for  consideration.  I  propose  to  discuss  briefly  the  merits  of  the 
existing  route,  and  then  to  consider  the  plan  which  has  been  proposed  in  its 
stead. 

An  examination  of  the  map  will  satisfy  you  that  the  present  roads  from  New 
York  to  Philadelphia,  from  Philadelphia  to  Baltimore,  and  from  Baltimore  to 
Washington,  make  together  the  nearest  practicable  approximation  to  an  air  line 
that  can  be  obtained,  absolutely  so,  unless  all  circumstances  which  are  ordinarily 
considered  as  enuring  to  the  advantage  of  a  railroad  are  to  be  studiously  disre- 
garded. In  no  part  of  the  world  can  a  railroad  afford  to  leave  two  great  com- 
mercial cities  short  distances  from  its  line  on  its  way  to  the  capital.  Every 
railroad  must  tap  in  its  route  the  centres  of  all  accessible  reservoirs  of  trade  and 
commerce. 

I  treat  this  question  practically  when  I  say  that  the  great  objection  urged  to 
the  existing  route  through  Baltimore  is  the  delay  occurring  in  the  transfer  of 
passengers  from  the  depot  of  the  Philadelphia  company  to  the  depot  of  this 
company  at  Camden  station.  The  actual  time  of  the  transfer  by  horse-power  is 
twenty  minutes.  But  you  will  perceive  that  it  is  more  easy  to  remedy  this 
difficulty  than  it  was  to  overcome  the  obstacle  of  the  Susquehanna  river,  on  the 
line  between  Philadelphia  and  Baltimore.  A  large  and  convenient  ferry-boat, 
adapted  to  the  peculiar  business  of  making  the  necessary  transfers  of  through 
passengers  and  freight  from  the  line  of  the  Philadelphia  railroad  at  Canton, 
across  the  harbor,  to  the  line  of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  railroad  at  Locust  point, 
a  distance  of  about  nine  hundred  yards,  would  connect  the  two  lines  in  the  most 
satisfactory  manner. 

This  company  possesses  the  means  of  affording  the  amplest  system  of  depot 
and  track  accommodations  at  Locust  point.  Such  changes,  in  connexion  with 
certain  improvements  proposed  at  Philadelphia,  (the  particulars  of  which  will  be 
submitted  to  you  by  the  companies  interested,)  would  make  the  present  route 
from  New  York  to  Washington  more  direct,  convenient,  and  rapid  than  any 
which  can  be  devised  or  constructed. 

If  to  these  changes,  in  all  of  which  this  company  is  Avilling  to  co-operate, 
be  added  an  arrangement  for  obtaining  authority  to  construct  tracks,  so  that  in 
case  of  exigency  passengers  and  freight  may  be  transported  from  Harrisburg, 
through  Baltimore,  to  Washington  without  change  of  engines  or  cars,  I  am 
satisfied  that  the  existing  lines  will  afford  such  facilities  as  will  abundantly 
supply  every  military  necessity  of  the  government  and  every  want  of  the 
travelling  public.  This  company,  looking  to  the  probability  of  such  arrange- 
ments, and  to  insure  the  desired  facilities,  has  recently  made  a  purchase  of 
lands,  which  will,  when  the  proper  arrangements  are  made,  serve  the  purposes 
of  such  a  connexion. 

Let  me  consider  the  routes  which  have  been  proposed  as  distinct  and  direct 
roads  from  New  York  to  AVashington,  under  the  terms  of  the  resolution  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  in  lieu  of  the  route  via  Philadelphia  and  Baltimore. 
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There  seems  to  have  been  two  named  for  a  choice,  both  approaching  Baltimore 
by  the  way  of  the  Northern  Central  railroad.  One  route  runs  from  New  York 
to  Eastern,  Pennsylvania;  from  Easton  to  AUentown;  from  AHentown  to  Read- 
ing; from  Reading  to  Earrisburg;  and  from  Earrisburg  to  Baltimore;  making  a 

line  ef  267  miles  long.  The  other  route  is  from  New  York  to  Reading,  Penn- 
sylvania :  from  Reading  to  Columbia;  from  Columbia  to  York;  and  from  York 
to  Baltimore;  making  a  line  2\l  miles  long.  The  present  lino  from  New  York 
to  Baltimore  is  1SS  miles  in  length,  ami  is  therefore  7!)  miles  shorter  than  the 
route  via  Easton,  and  53  miles  shorter  than  the  line  via  Reading  and  Colum- 
bia. It  is  very  clear,  therefore,  that  neither  of  the  new  routes  would  constitute 
a  more  direct  road  than  that  which  already  exists  between  Baltimore  and  New 
Fork. 

The  advantage  which  it  is  proposed  to  gain,  however,  by  the  adoption  of  the 
Northern  Central  railroad  as  a  part  of  the  line,  is  as  follows:  It  has  been  sug- 
gested that  a  line  of  railway  may  he  constructed  from  a  point  at  or  near  Lake 
Roland,  seven  or  eight  miles  from  Baltimore,  direct  to  Washington,  and  that 
thus  freight  and  travel  may  be  taken  around  Baltimore,  and  over  another  road 
than  the  Washington  branch  of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  railroad.  Let  me 
examine  the  nature  of  the  ground  over  which  such  a  road  must  pass,  between  a 
point  near  Lake  Roland,  on  the  Northern  Central  railroad,  and  Washington 
city.  There  are  no  less  than  acxen  principal  ridges  and  an  equal  number  of 
streams  to  he  crossed.  The  ridges  range  from  300  to  500  feet  above  tide-water, 
while  the  streams  are  only  from  100  to  200  feet  above  the  same  level.  These 
great  differences  of  elevation  between  the  valleys  and  the  ground  dividing  them, 
and  the  short  distances  between  them,  would  make  deep  cuttings  at  the  summits 
and  high  bridges  at  the  streams  unavoidable,  while  to  maintain  directness  of 
line  heavy  grades  would  be  equally  necessary. 

As  I  have  already  had  occasion  to  show,  in  discussing  the  difficulties  of  a  line 
from  Back  river  to  the  Relay  House,  the  country  around  Baltimore  increases  in 
difficulty  as  you  recede  from  tide-water.  The  present  routes  through  Baltimore 
avoid  those  difficulties.  The  very  moderate  and  flattened  elevations  which  they 
have  encountered  are  made  up  of  sand  and  clay,  while  the  bluff  hills  on  the  pro- 
posed route  consist  chiefly  of  hard  rock. 

What  advantages  would  be  gained  by  this  new  road] 

From  Rider's  switch,  on  the  Northern  Central,  to  Baltimore,  and  from  thence 
by  the  present  road  to  Washington,  is  47  miles.  I  venture  the  opinion  that, 
owing  to  the  nature  of  the  ground  for  the  proposed  road,  and  the  inipossibility 
of  following  an  air  line,  there  would  lie  no  saving  of  distance  whatever  by  the 
new  route.  With  every  facility  which  abundance  of  capital  and  labor  could 
afford,  such  a  road,  moreover,  could  not  be  built  in  a  proper  manner  in  less  than 
two  or  two  and  a  half  years.  It  cannot,  therefore,  be  urged  as  a  war  measure. 
It  may  be  commenced  under  such  a  theory,  but  those  who  urge  it  on  this  ground 
mean  only  to  make  the  war  the  means  and  occasion  of  building  up,  under  the 
authority  of  Congress,  lines  of  railroad  within  the  State  of  Maryland,  which, 
costing  many  millions  of  public  money,  are  not  needed  for  the  war,  but  will 
serve  when  peace  comes  as  a  means  of  commercial  rivalry  with  our  Maryland 
lines. 

I  am  aware  that  an  attempt  has  been  made  to  excite  a  prejudice  against  the 
State  of  Maryland  on  this  subject,  because  of  the  proportion  of  the  fare  of  each 
passenger  reserved  to  the  State  by  the  law  authorizing  the  construction  of  the 
Washington  branch. 

Have  those  who  are  interested  in  the  sections  of  country  drained  by  the 
Northern  Central  railway  and  its  connecting  lines,  or  by  the  Tide  Water  canal, 
the  very  sections  of  country  connected  with,  and  interested  in  the  proposed 
route,  any  reason  to  complain  of  the  want  of  liberality  of  the  State  of  Mary- 
land I     Have  the  people  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  the  terminus  of  the  pro- 
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posed  route,  over  which  the]  Congress  of  the  United  States  exercises  especial 
jurisdiction,  any  cause  to  find  fault  with  the  State  of  Maryland,  and  to  desire 
that  its  interest  should  he  overlooked  or  injured  by  Congress  1  What  has  the 
State  of  Maryland  spent  liberally  in  their  behalf  already  1  Three  millions  of 
its  money,  in  principal  and  interest,  have  been  expended  on  account  of  the 
Northern  Central  railroad,  which  it  is  now  proposed  to  use  as  a  means  of 
directing  trade  from  its  chief  city.  One  million  and  a  quarter  of  its  money  has 
been  expended  on  the  Tide  Water  canal,  which  is  a  part  of  the  same  system  of 
improvements  for  the  benefit  of  the  ATalley  of  the  Susquehanna.  It  has  invested 
more  than  fifteen  millions  of  dollars,  in  principal  and  interest,  in  the  Chesapeake 
and  Ohio  canal,  which  pours  the  riches  of  our  mineral  and  agricultural  regions 
into  the  District  cities.  In  all,  the  State  of  Maryland  has  thus  expended  some 
twenty  millions  of  dollars,  from  which  it  does  not  derive  a  revenue  of  three- 
quarters  of  one  per  cent,  per  annum.  Is  it  to  be  reproached  by  the  people  of 
the  regions  it  has  thus  largely  served,  for  a  tax  which  does  not  in  an  average 
number  of  years  amount  to  more  than  six  per  cent,  upon  one  million  and  a  half 
of  money,  and  which  itself  became  needful  to  enable  the  State  to  pay  the  in- 
terest on  its  enormous  debt  for  works  of  internal  improvement,  which  have 
enured  solely  to  their  advantage  1  Is  the  State  of  Maryland,  after  having  thus 
sacrificed  its  means,  and  heavily  taxed  its  people  for  the  advancement  of  the 
interests  of  the  valley  of  the  Susquehanna  and  of  the  District  cities,  to  be  pun- 
ished by  the  diversion  of  the  trade  and  travel  of  those  regions  from  its  chief 
commercial  city  1  Is  the  liberality  of  that  city,  in  investing  its  means  to  the 
extent  of  more  than  one  million  of  dollars  in  the  Northern  Central  railroad,  and 
taxing  its  people  for  this  amount,  on  the  implied  faith  of  becoming  one  of  its 
main  termini,  to  be  wholly  disregarded  1  The  Secretary  of  War  and  the  Con- 
gress of  the  United  States  will  never  so  hold. 

They  will  remember,  I  am  sure,  the  magnanimity  shown  by  the  State  of 
Maryland,  by  the  city  of  Baltimore,  and  by  the  people  of  the  State,  in  their 
management  in  past  times  of  the  great  work  whose  claims  it  is  now  my  duty  to 
present.  They  knew  that  millions  of  their  capital  would  be  invested  in  accom- 
plishing the  connexion  of  the  Ohio  river  with  the  city  of  Baltimore.  They  had 
not  succeeded  in  obtaining  aid  from  the  United  States,  or  from  the  city  of  Wash- 
ington, to  assist  them  in  the  execution  of  their  immense  enterprise ;  but  yet 
they  did  not  for  this  reason  attempt  to  make  the  trade  and  travel  from  the  great 
west  to  the  capital  tributary  to  Baltimore,  by  obliging  it  to  pass  through  that 
city.  With  a  comprehensive  liberality,  which  may  well  be  commended,  they 
arranged  that  trade  and  travel  from  the  great  west  should  diverge  from  the  main 
line  at  a  point  nine  miles  distant  from  the  city  of  Baltimore,  to  go  thence  direct 
to  Washington.  They  have  thus  made  the  thirty-seven  millions  of  money 
which  they  invested  in  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  railroad  and  its  branches,  as 
tributary  to  all  the  uses  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  as  directly  useful  to 
the  government  as  it  is  to  themselves,  while  the  State,  city  of  Baltimore,  and 
people  of  Maryland  bore  the  burden  and  charge  of  the  expenditure  during  the 
many  years  it  failed  to  remunerate  its  stockholders. 

When  such  has  been  the  action  of  the  State  of  Maryland,  of  the  city  of  Bal- 
timore, and  of  the  people  of  the  State,  I  feel  assured  that  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States  and  the  Secretary  of  War  Avill  not  forget,  even  in  these  days  of 
trial,  that  the  route  by  which  it  is  proposed  to  isolate  the  city  of  Baltimore  from 
the  trade  which  the  energy  of  the  State,  city,  and  people  have  thus  created, 
lies  over  Maryland  soil,  and  that  the  State  itself,  therefore,  as  principal  and  rep- 
resentative of  their  common  interests,  ought  to  be  heard  before  a  new  commer- 
cial rival  to  this  great  work  is  allowed  to  be  constructed  through  its  territory. 

I  cannot  conclude  this  reply  to  the  resolution  transmitted  to  me  without 
making  one  other  suggestion.  The  resolution  indicates  that  the  country  has 
felt  some  great  interruption  in  its  ordinary  channels  of  trade,  and  for  this  rea- 
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son  has  demanded  action  from  Congress.  It,  is  true  Bui  whal  is  the  inter- 
ruption i  Has  it  resulted  from  the  feci  thai  the  war  has  developed  the  natural 
business  of  the  northern  cities  to  an  extenl  greater  than  their  railroad  commu- 
nications can  accommodate  I  It'  so,  the  construction  of  side  tracks  to  existing 
roads,  and  of  additional  lines  even,  may  be  desirable  and  necessary.  But  the 
tact  is  otherwise. 

This  plethora  of  business  for  the  northern  lines  does  not  result  from  the  in- 
crease of  business  in  the  sections  of  the  country  from  which  their  trade  is  natu- 
rally drawn,  hut  from  the  fact  thai  the  traffic  and  travel,  which  ordinarily  found 
their  way  to  the  seaboard  over  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  railroad,  have  been  by 
the  closing  of  that  road  forced  to  find  an  outlet  to  the  ocean  and  the  seat  of 
war  by  such  routes.  The  greal  supply  has,  therefore,  exceeded  their  means  of 
transportation,  and  large  sections  of  the  greal  west,  cut  off  from  communication 
with  the  seaboard  and  the  capital,  have  uttered  their  cry  for  relief  to  Congress 
and  the  country.  What  is  the  remedy  ?  Certainly  it  cannot  he  imagined  that 
increasing  at  an  enormous  expense  the  facilities  of  circuitous,  and  therefore 
necessarily  more  costly  routes,  is  the  means  which  ought  to  be  resorted  to,  when 
Congress  and  the  country  hare  the  power  to  prevent  the  continuance  of  the  evil 
by  restoring  to  active  use  the  old  established  and.  necessary  means  of  communi- 
cation, in  the  interruption  of  which  the  greatest  embarrassments  of  the  country 
began. 

1  state,  therefore,  with  all  submission,  that  the  opening  of  the  Baltimore  and 
Ohio  railroad  is  the  remedy  for  the  evil  under  which  great  sections  of  the 
western  country  are  this  day  suffering,  and  is  also  the  remedy  for  those  obstruc- 
tions in  the  transportation  of  material  to  the  capital  of  the  United  States,  of 
which  so  great  complaint  has  been  made.  There  is  no  new  road  to  be  buill  at 
an  enormous  expense.  A  few  weeks  will  enable  this  company  to  supply  with 
sufficient  structures  the  loss  of  its  bridges  and  the  injury  to  its  tracks,  if  its 
operations  are  protected  and  supported.  It  will  then  be  able  to  afford  the 
speedy  and  direct  communication  between  the  great  west  and  the  capital  which 
docs  not  this  day  exist. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  W.  GARRETT, 

President. 
Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War. 


